Roger B. Chaffee Post 154
March 2024 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

Greetings,

Well, I'm sorry to have to tell you all this sad fact.......the Lions DID NOT win the Superbowl. They got close,
but no cigar. Will 2024 be their year? I guess we will all find out.

On 15 March the American Legion will celebrate its 105th Birthday. On March 15, 1919 approximately one
thousand American servicemen met in Paris, France to discuss establishing an association to represent veterans
of the Great War. The proposed organization would be patterned after the Civil War veterans group, Grand
Army of the Republic. There would be a national headquarters with a national Commander and local Posts in
every state, as well as overseas. The war veterans that met in Paris were determined to ensure that all veterans
would be equitably treated by the United State Government. The founders of the Legion were dedicated to ob-
taining needed medical and financial support for their comrades.

After the initial meeting in Paris, the newly formed Legion held an organizing convention in St. Louis in the fall
of 1919. New Posts were established across the United States. By 1920 the American Legion had more than a
million members.

Since those early days, the American Legion has always worked to represent and assist veterans from all wars
and conflicts involving the United States of America. The veteran of today may be very different than the veter-

an of 1919, but the Legion mission is the same: Support those who gave of themselves to defend this great
country.

Semper Paratus,
Keith Wakefield, Post CDR
PS: Starting on 5 March the Auxiliary will be selling Crockpot Tuesday dinners for $5. They willbe

available 5-6:30 pm every Tuesday (see menu in Aux news). I think the selections will be delicious . .. ™.
-

PPS: We have a new sign! It’s electronic, programmable, digital, and bright. Come down and check
it out.

And one last thing . . . The Department of Michigan is holding the 2024 Convention 4

in Sault Ste. Marie this summer at the Kewadin Casino Hotel.

Should be a good meeting.
.

\




AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY

Wow!! Have you seen our new sign? The top part with all the Legion family’s logos on the digital sign looks
great. Good job to the Legion members for getting the sign.

Starting this month, the Auxiliary will be doing Crockpot Tuesdays each Tuesday from 5-6:30. Members will
bring in a crockpot meal of their choosing (see menu schedule below). The cost will be $5.00 per serving. This
is on a trial basis. We have the first five weeks covered, so we need Aux members to step up and volunteer to
bring a crockpot in April 9 — May 28. Call Tracy to sign up (616) 970-8920. Please help to make this a
successful fundraiser!

We are always collecting monies for our Poppy fund. There is a dropbox located by the jukebox where you
can drop your loose change. The money in the poppy fund can only be spent to benefit Veterans. We’ll be
having a fundraiser in April for one of our poppy beneficiaries (K9 Camo Companions) on April 27th (see
page 5 for more details). The deadline for the Poppy Poster Contest has also been extended (see page 6).

And, of course, we are still collecting school supplies for Parkview Elementary School. There is a box in the
Clubroom for the supplies near the pull tab machines.

One or our main fundraisers is the Sunday Bingo. It’s open to the public and doors open at 10:30. The Early
Bird starts at noon.

And finally, Id like to thank ALL the members of the Legion family (The Legion, S.A.L. and Auxiliary) in
their support of our Auxiliary and a big thank you to our bartenders for their support.

Our March meeting is Wednesday the 6th at 7 pm. Hope to see you there!

Pat Coykendall
Auxiliary President

March Menu for Crockpot Tuesdays- $5
3/5- 4 Bean-Burger-Bacon Bowl by Victoria
3/12- Penne Pasta with Meat by Elanor

3/19- White Chicken Chili by Tami
3/26- Goulash by Diane

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

From the SAL,

Make sure you get your renewals in. We’re doing good so far, and we need to keep that up.
We had a great day for Souper Saturday. In all we had 18 crockpots of great soup. All of them were
good, and we had extra goodies also!

Coming up in March we will be doing the SAL Chili Cookoff on the 9™ of March. All entries must be in
by 3:30. Judging starts around 4:00 until 6:30. (See page 7 for more details). Come on down and have
fun!

Thanks, veterans, for your service.

SAL Commander Denny Rose



NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM
Greetings,

February was a fun month, and the weather was very unusual. I’m not complaining, because we
didn’t have to shovel a lot of snow.

Souper Saturday was a big hit and we had 18 different soups brought in by our members to share
with all who attended. We had a full house, and the soups were delicious.

The Superbowl Party was fun, and I won the Raffle Basket, so I gave the Detroit Lions piggy
bank away, and the Lions hat, and the Lions T-Shirt to different Club members. I kept the bottle
of cognac and the white wine and the bag of chocolate cashews. I donated the whiskey and the
rum back to the bar.

Between the Souper Saturday Party and Superbowl Sunday party, the Clubroom was able to
raise $741 from the 50/50 raffles towards the Bar Rebuild Fund. I want to thank each and every
one of you who attended and participated.

I have received some ideas from our members on what they would like our cook to prepare for
Thursday dinners and will be adding some of these to our upcoming Thursday dinners.

Don’t forget the Chili Cook-Off on Saturday March 9™. Serving starts at 4:00 PM (see attached
flyer), and Crockpot Tuesdays from 5 -6:30 (see menu in news from the Auxiliary).

We’re also having a Jack ‘n Jill style Pool Tournament on Friday, March 17" Cost is $10 per
team. It starts at 6 pm, and you’re asked to bring a snack to share.

Sign up for the Shuffleboard Tournament on Friday, March 22", Cost is $10 per team. It starts
at 6:30 pm.

There will be a CRPS/RSD Benefit for Stacie Carr (daughter of longtime members Charlie and
Tami Wood) on Saturday March 23", serving from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. See page 4 for more
details.

And music 1s back! Come join us for a St. Patty’s Day party with DJ Sherry on Saturday the
16th and rock with Kevin Murphy on Saturday the 23rd, both starting at 7 pm!

Thursday Dinner Menu for March

March 7- Goulash, Salad, Rolls & Dessert $8.00

March 14- Kielbasa & Sauerkraut with German Potato Salad, Rolls, & Dessert $9.00
March 21- Tacos, Spanish Rice & Dessert with 2 Taco’s $7.00, with 3 Taco’s $9.00
March 28" Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Vegetable & Dessert $9.00

Thanks to all of you who continue to make our Post & Clubroom so great.

Butch
Club Room Manager / Finance Officer



Dear Members,

This is Amber writing on behalf of our family. If you do not already know, my sister Stacie
Carr is in need of a highly specialized medical procedure. There are a limited amount of doctors who
perform osseointergration. Osseointegration is a surgical procedure that aims to offer better quality of
life and improved function and mobility to people who have had an amputation. Surgery involves
inserting a metal implant into the bone of a residual limb, which then attaches directly to a prosthesis,
eliminating socket-related issues as well as reducing pain.

This need stems from a fall she took at age 19 which caused her to break her foot, requiring
multiple foot surgeries. In addition, she developed a painful nerve disorder call Chronic Regional Pain
Syndrome (CRPS). A major symptom of CRPS is that the pain neurons in her brain NEVER shut off,
causing debilitating pain. Her CRPS then led to countless injections to calm the pain, placement of
three neurostimulators (including 8 battery changes) and 4 amputations. She has been suffering from
CRPS for the past 17 years.

This operation is extremely costly and her physician works out of New York. Her health insur-
ance does not cover the cost of travel, the surgeon’s time in the operating room nor the implant itself.
To assist with the cost, we are hosting a benefit dinner March 23™ from 4-7 p.m. Some of her favorite
foods include dips, meatballs and desserts.

The cost will be $7 for 6 meatballs (served out of the kitchen) and sides will be potluck style.
We are asking for donated dips, side dishes, and desserts to be shared potluck style. In order to try to
prevent duplicate dishes, there will be a sign up sheet in the southwest corner of the Clubroom.

Thank you so much for your support!

Stacie needs our help!

gofund.me/75e39¢1d

Scan to donate

goft\iﬁamo




KS CAMO
COMPANIONS

IT'S WHO YOU HAVE BY
YOUR SIDE THAT MATTERS.

SAVE THE DATE-
SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH

The Auxiliary will be hosting a community dog
show at our Post Home to raise funds for K9
Camo Companions located in Sparta, MI! Bring
your pups and have some fun. More information
will be coming.

Check out the K9 Camo Companions website
https://website https://k9camocompanions.com/.

Their Mission is to unite and support veterans and
pets for the enhancement of both of their lives.

The organization states “K9 Camo Companions
has a dedicated team of volunteers fully commit-
ted to our mission. Our team of trainers, organiz-
ers, support staff and Veterans work diligently to
make this program a success for all who seek our
assistance with pet ownership. We accomplish our
mission by meeting with
Veterans in person after
they apply to our pro-
gram. Getting to know
their needs and lifestyles,
so we can better advise
on their specific situation.
Every match we make is
tailored directly to that Veteran and that pet to en-
sure our most successful outcome. A lifetime of
love and furry companionship. K9CC can assist
Veterans with most disabilities from PTSD and
TBI to physical limitations, but we also can be of
service to Veterans without challenges who just
need a simple helping hand with some supplies,
spaying or neutering costs, training tips or meet-
ing their new best friend.”

Members of Post 154 Auxiliary present a
check from the Poppy Fund to K9 Camo
Companions on January 31, 2024.



POPPY POSTER CONTEST - DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 3/25/24

In support of our Poppy Program, there will be a poppy poster making session held at our Club
on Saturday, March 16th, from 2-4pm for interested youth (grades 2-12). All art supplies will be
provided as well as light refreshments. This is open to youth outside of our Club membership, but
does require a member to be present. Please RSVP to vmavis88@gmail.com by 3/14 if you have
youth to attend or a poster to submit on behalf of family/friends.

ARTISTIC/CENTERPIECE/CORSAGE CONTEST - ENTRIES DUE BY 3/31/24

In support of our Club’s poppy program, we are looking for members with artistic talent to sub-
mit their creation of either a table centerpiece or a freestanding artistic creation that depicts pop-
pies and/or helps promote awareness about the poppy’s significance, which is our symbol of sac-
rifice by those who served and died for our country in all wars. This is a national competition and
your entry for this year is due by 3/31/24. You may be asked to display your artistic piece at the
club during 2024 to help with program awareness. For more information, contact Poppy Chair,
Victoria Mavis 570-807-1882. Looking forward to seeing your creativity!




BATTLES OF THE BOWLS
SATURDAY MARCH 9", 2024
DOORS OPEN AT 2 P.M.
JUDGING /TASTING BEGINS AT 4:00 P.M.

$5.00 ENTRY FEE/ $5.00 TASTING FEE
CHILIS MUST BE PRESENT BY 3:30 P.M.
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS

$100.00 1° Place /$50.00 2"/ $25.00 3™




AUXILIARY FUNDRAISER
1 POUND BAGS OF NUTS
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GIANT CASHEWS
DELUXE MIX
MILK CHOCOLATE CASHEWS
MILK CHOCOLATE BRIDGE MIX
MILK CHOCOLATE ALMONDS
DARK CHOCOLATE ALMONDS
$15.00 each- Available at the Bar



