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Roger B. Chaffee Post 154 

June 2026 Newsletter 

 COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Well, here we are. Memorial Day is over and thank you to all of you who assisted in placing the flags at the 

cemetery (see Page 4). I thank you as the New Post Commander. And a huge thank you to Tracy and Keith 

for all the hard work getting the planning and everything done. Once again, thank you all! 

I am still doing the Steaks on the Grill this summer, starting June 19th and thereafter the last Friday of the 

month. A sign-up sheet will be at the Bar and you’re going to have to pay in advance, as the cost of steaks is 

high and I could only nail one price down. The cost is $25.00 for an 8 oz. Ribeye, along with a Baked Potato, 

and whatever you want to bring to pass to add to this dinner. The money is going to help pay off some debts 

the Post has accrued in the last few years. If there is any money left, we can add it to the Bar Fund or add 

something to the Clubroom. You, the Membership, will decide. If you’d like to be part of that decision making 

process, come to your meeting. You can only participate by coming to a meeting and making your feelings 

known.. 

 Now, this is a slow time, but I would like for you all to come on down to the Clubroom and enjoy a beverage 

of your choice or play some pool or shuffleboard. You can also play some juke box music, or just enjoy     

talking to other members. And remember, the Clubroom is AIR CONDITIONED! 

The Event Committee is putting together a huge party to celebrate our Great Nation's 250th Birthday on July 

4th . See Page 8 for more information. 

Remember, our Post Home is for you, the members. We need you to support it. 

The American Legion Department of Michigan Annual Convention is June 24th - 29th. It’s only an hour's 

drive to Battle Creek. 

We need someone to run the Golf Outing. I am told that most of the setup is done.  If interested, call         
Commander Fred Youngs (616) 901-0371. Thank You. 

Fred Youngs, Commander, Post 154 

EDITOR’S NOTE- This is the final newsletter until September. Also, The 

leftovers from the Rummage Sale will be given away during Tornado 

Chicken June 13th. Have a great summer!   



 2 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 154 AUXILIARY 

 Well, what a great year we have had! Thank you to all the volunteers that helped make the K-9 Camo 

Carnival a very successful event. They raised over $5000 plus with the bake sale and my special project 

we gave them a check $600. Also, thank you to the volunteers who gave their time to poppies.  

We have new officers for 2025-2026: 

President- Truddie Mol, Vice President- Jeanne Volkers, Secretary- Shirley Youngs, Treasurer-           

Paulette Meyers, Parliamentarian- Shari German, Chaplain- Sandy Woofter, Sgt.of Arms- Patricia        

Coykendall, Historian- Melissa Wright, Membership- Tracy Taylor Wakefield, Governing Board Rep- 

Jeanne Volkers. 

I want to say a very big thank you to Vivian Plummer for all the years she’s put into this Auxiliary. Thank 

you, Pooch. 

Have a great summer. Be safe!  

Jeanne Volkers, Auxiliary President, Post 154 

From the SAL, 

Just a reminder- If you didn’t get your dues up to date we’ll be on summer break and you might not get 

your card until we come back in session in September. Another reminder- the 13th of June is our       

famous Tornado Chicken Dinner for $13 (see Page 6). Hope to see you there! 

Denny Rose 

SAL Commander 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

 

THE QUEEN WAS FOUND!!! 

Congratulations to Ed Rogasi for winning the   

pot of $1,644 by picking envelope 43. This was the 

final Queen of Hearts for Post 154. Thanks to all 

who sold     tickets and volenteeed their time to 

make this happened! Join us for Show Me the 

Money the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every 

month starting at 6:00! 
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBROOM 

 
 

Greetings! Summer is finally here! Flowers are in bloom and the grass is green. 

The Detroit Tigers started out hot, but now most of their pitching staff are injured and they have been losing 

more than winning. Hopefully their pitching starters will return soon to salvage the season. So bring your 

friends and neighbors down to the Clubroom and cheer them on. 

The bar fund collected to date is now at $36,651. Thanks to everyone who has donated and contributed. It’s a 

real blessing and very much appreciated. Ken Stockel is in the process of getting quotes for the rebuilding of the 

bar, so hopefully we will have enough money in the Bar Fund account to kick this project off soon. 

Please don’t forget to give thanks to all the wonderful members and friends who have been making our     

Thursday dinners. It is so greatly appreciated by all. Thanks go out to Bonnie, Tracy, Christa, Mandy, Sue, 

Tami, Melissa, and Gail. 

Hope everyone has noticed how nice our Memorial Garden looks out front, thanks to Val Jordan. Val has been 

weeding and taking care of all the beautiful flowers in the Memorial Garden. It looks very nice. 

Also, we want to give thanks to Melissa, Christa and Gail for adding the new flowerpots outside the Clubroom 

doors. They also look very nice and patriotic. 

One last big thank you goes to Melissa for bringing Trivia night to us on Thursdays at 6:30 PM (with the help of 

Ariba). The members are really enjoying it. Melissa also added a few Karaoke nights on the first Saturday  

evening of the month (see Page 7). Many of our members participated in the fun (the Bar was packed), so come 

on out for the next one on June 6th from 7-9. We didn’t find any Elvis Presleys just yet, but everyone had fun the 

first time. 

Melissa also organized a Mother’s Day Wine & Canvass that she sold out and filled the south side of our 

Clubroom; fun was had by all. She also participated in the painting and still served drinks at the bar. She is truly 

an asset to our Home Post. Plus, she doesn’t get paid for bartending. 

Melissa volunteers a lot of her time here, also helping the Auxiliary with the Show Me the Money games on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month. She’s a member of the Event Committee and is our Hall Rental Agent, all 

while looking for everything she can to bring people into our Clubroom. She’s also been earning money for the 

Bar Fund, with the Plant Sale and Rummage Sale in May. Those were her ideas and she organized them from 

the beginning to the end and donated all proceeds to the Bar Fund. (Note- Leftovers from the Rummage Sale 

will be given away during Tornado Chicken June 13th). So please be kind when leaving her a tip. She is truly 

one of a kind. 

Please check the Website for our Thursday Night Dinners along with our information TV screen in the 

Clubroom. 

Thanks for your support in making our Post such a fun place to be. 

Butch Hogan, Clubroom Finance Officer / Facilities Manager 

 

Thursday Night Dinners 

June 4th- Melissa’s Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Baked Beans, Dessert- $8 

June 11th- Gail’s Brats on the Grill, Potato Salad, Dessert- $8 

June 18th – Tracy’s Homemade Spaghetti and Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Dessert- $8 

June 25th- PIZZA PARTY- $3 a slice 
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 Neither cold nor rain nor gloom of  night could keep 

 these flaggers from doing right. 

 

Bonnie AuFrance 

Diane Carey  

Matt and Torie Carlson 

Adam Cheyne  

Mark and Pam Fulton  

Carla Hill  

Shaun and Lisa Hiller 

Marita Hills  

Janice Holton  

Rich Jennings  

Colby Jewart  

Val Jordan 

Rhonda Kuypers Barry  

Paulette Meyers 

Gegni Morales  

Terri and Denny Noel  

Amy Powell 

Wendy Randall  

Rick and Amy Sikkenga 

Christa Studebaker  

Bill Tanis  

William TerMolen  

David Veldman  

Keith and Tracy Taylor 

Wakefield  

Amanda Wyn                              
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We’re also giving away all the leftovers from 

the  Rummage Sale during Tornado Chicken! 
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